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Highlights
Hearing on sustainable plant protection: opportunities and challenges for agriculture

The AGRI Committee is organising a hearing on Monday 20 March at
15.00 on Sustainable Plant Protection: Opportunities and Challenges
for the AGRI Sector. Five experts have been invited to address
Members: Mr Chinn, Centre for Applied Crop Science (UK), Mr
Lembacher, Austrian Chamber of Agriculture, Ms Kienzle, Organic Fruit
Growing Organisation (Germany), Mr Alarcón Roldán, DG for
Agricultural and Livestock Production of Andalucía and Mr Danielewicz,
Institute of Plant Protection, National Research Institute (Poland).

Challenges and Opportunities of EU cattle sector: Study

Mr Rico Ihle and Mr Roel Jongeneel, from Wageningen University
(Netherlands) will present a study commissioned by the Committee on
‘The EU Cattle Sector: Challenges and Opportunities - Milk and Meat’.
The aim of the study is to analyse the characteristics, challenges and
opportunities of the sector, and the reasons behind the crisis it is facing
and to propose policy options for CAP support measures.
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Trade negotiations and agriculture: Presentation by the Commission
AGRI Coordinators have invited the Director in charge of international
affairs in DG AGRI, John Clarke, for an update on ongoing and
forthcoming trade negotiations involving agricultural products. While
Members recognise the new export opportunities offered by some of
these negotiations, such as those with Japan, which appear to be the
most advanced, they remain fearful of any excessive opening of EU
markets to such highly competitive agricultural exporters as US,
MercoSur, Australia, New Zealand and others.

Work in progress
EU Action for sustainability : draft AGRI opinion

Ulrike Müller (ALDE, DE), will present her draft opinion in the context
of the own initiative report on “EU Action for sustainability” to be
adopted by ENVI, the Committee on Environment, Health and Food
Safety. This report will focus on how the 2030 Agenda and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) should be addressed in the
current and future European policy framework, as well as on the
implementation of the SDG’s within the European Union.

Organic farming: update on trilogue negotiations
Martin Häusling (Greens, DE), will update Members on ongoing trilogue
negotiations on the future regulation on organic farming.
Parliament, Council and Commission had come much closer to an
agreement by the end of the Slovak Presidency but a number of issues
had remained unsolved. Negotiations just restarted under the Maltese
Presidency on the basis of a new Council mandate, which reopens a
number of issues and adopts strong lines on the remaining main
political issues still on the table.

Including agriculture and forestry into the EU’s 2030 climate change objectives
Elisabeth Köstinger (EPP, AT) will present her draft opinion on the
legislative proposal related to the inclusion of agriculture and forestry
in the so-called LULUCF sectors (for land use, land-use change and
forestry) into the Union’s climate policy framework. The Committee on
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) is the lead
committee on this proposal.

Votes
Initiative on resource efficiency: reducing food waste, improving food safety

175 amendments have been tabled to the draft opinion of James
Nicholson (ECR, UK) on the own-initiative report on “Initiative on
resource efficiency: reducing food waste, improving food safety”, for
which ENVI, the Committee on Environment, Health and Food Safety,
is the lead committee. The rapporteur has prepared a number of
compromise amendments to facilitate the vote.
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Farmland concentration in the EU: how to facilitate the access to land for farmers

365 amendments have been tabled to the draft own-initiative report
by Maria Noichl (S&D, DE) on farmland concentration. To facilitate the
vote, the rapporteur has prepared several compromise amendments.

Motion for a resolution for objection to the delegated act on “greening”
AGRI members will vote on a recommendation by AGRI coordinators to
extend the deadline for objection to the revised delegated act on the
‘greening’ component of direct payments.
In case the AGRI Committee rejects this recommendation, a motion for
a resolution to object to the delegated act will be voted. Two proposals
for objection, providing different justifications, have been put forward
by Stuart Agnew (EFDD, UK) and Albert Dess (EPP, DE) respectively.

Next committee meeting
11 April 2017 (15.00 - 18.30)
12 April 2017 (9.00 - 18.30)
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Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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